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Bringing joy and comfort to children and teens by helping them keep alive traditions

and simple pleasures they shared with their mothers.

Dear Friends,

This year, Mommy’s Light Lives On
Fund™ celebrated its seventh anniversary
and served its 70" child. Our new children
and teens have requested a wide variety of
traditions, from cheering at their mother’s
favorite NASCAR race to eating popcorn
during family game night. And while we
serve these new children, we continue to
serve children from prior years — once a
year, each year until they turn 18.

Some of the children we have been
serving for years are surrounded by new
loved ones who support them through their
continuous adaptation to their mothers’
deaths. Max and Madi are in their fifth
year of planting in the garden their mother
started. Now, they share their gardening
delight with their stepmother, stepsister and
stepbrother.

Others are not so fortunate. Last
year we served a family of nine siblings while
their mom was in the last stages of cancer.
Mommy’s Light arranged for the children
to go to their favorite restaurant. Their mom
loved shrimp and they loved eating it with
her! Several of the children also shared
with us that they enjoyed going to the movies
as a family. Shortly after their mom’s death,
the children were split up into two foster
homes. Then, just two months later, they

Recently, with the help of social workers,
Mommy’s Light diligently tracked down all
nine children and arranged for them to
participate in their movie tradition. One of
the older siblings expressed deep gratitude
that Mommy’s Light was able to locate all
her siblings so they could remember their
mother together.

Some maternally bereaved children
are surrounded by love and stability in
familiar environments. Others experience
significant changes and new surroundings.
Either way, there is a blessing that comes
with each opportunity to remember their
mothers and to celebrate the relationship
once more. These celebrations transcend
their current situations — allowing them to
honor the past, celebrate the present and
build the future.

During the last seven years, your
generosity has enabled Mommy’s Light to
grow the groundbreaking work with
maternally bereaved children envisioned by
our founder, Mary Murphy. Please
continue to give generously so that we may
reach out to and serve more children and
teens.

With Gratitude,
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Researchers have described that children and teens whose mothers die are three times more likely
than the general population to gravitate to either end of the social spectrum. That means they
are three times more likely either to (a) be in juvenile delinquent institutions or jails or (b) become
great contributors to society. Through bereavement education and direct services, Mommy’s
Light hopes to help tip the scales toward a positive outcome for the more than 20,000 eligible
children and teens in the Delaware Valley region.
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Shane and Chelsea had always visited the beach
with their mom and asked Mommy’s Light to help them
continue this treasured family tradition. So, on a warm
Saturday morning this past August, Kris and I were
welcomed into their home with our arms full of beach
games, toys, swim goggles and a letter. With great care,
Chelsea read the letter describing the treats that Mommy’s
Light had assembled to recreate the details of this tradition,
including oodles of VIP tickets for rides and games at the
Wonderland Pier, Mack and Manco Pizza certificates, and
best of all, lodging at a hotel with ‘extra bouncy’ beds.
Shane and Chelsea’s mom always allowed them to bounce
on the beds in their hotel room.

The children talked excitedly about going back to
the shore and they thanked us several times for making
sure that they would get to do the same things they always
did with mom. We had a wonderful visit and when it was
time to leave, Kris and I stood on the front step with their
dad to talk for a minute. Shane and Chelsea ran outside

and began looking for butterflies. They explained that they
would quite often see a yellow butterfly in their yard and
on outings. The family had decided that the yellow butterfly
was their mom coming to visit. A minute later, Shane
shouted for us to turn around. On the bush immediately
behind us was a large yellow butterfly! Shane smiled and
told us that his mom had come to say hi, but his dad said
that he thought that perhaps she had come to say thank
you to Kris and me for helping her children continue the
family’s beach tradition.

This was a profound “magic moment” for us. We
were grateful to have the privilege of serving this beautiful
family.

Tracey Oberholtzer, Mommy’s Light Volunteer
Director

Kris Frydlewicz, Mommy’s Light Volunteer

For more information regarding Mominy’s Light’s services, please visit www.mommyslight.org.

Dear Mommy’s Light:

I feel it necessary to write and compliment your organization and your volunteers, more
specifically Dale Bennett. The first day I met Dale and was introduced to Mommy's
Light was the day my wife, Sharon, died. Dale’s soft and caring tones were very
comforting to us that day. As Dale and I began to blueprint the next 16 years of Bekah'’s
Mommy’s Light experience, it filled me with peace, joy and emotion. Although Sharon
was too 1ll to respond by sound or gesture, I know she could hear and understand what
it was we were describing. I remember what a wonderful feeling it was for me to know
that Sharon was being given this gift by an organization who just a few days earlier I had
never even heard of, and more importantly that she was there to hear all about it. Every
fight Sharon fought against this evil disease and every breath Sharon took was not for
herself, her father, sister, brother, or even me. It was for Rebekah. That’s why Sharon
hated to leave. It had nothing to do with fearing the unknown. But as much as she
wanted to stay, she accepted her fate and made it a point to never show anger to

Mark and Rebeka

anyone. As a matter of fact, in her own remarkable way she always tried to comfort
those who broke down around her, of which I was no exception.

Such heroes deserve to be honored. Mommy’s Light is helping us to do just that. All of you should feel very proud of
yourselves. I know I'm proud to be a part of this experience. I certainly look forward to our continued years of working
together with Mommy’s Light and Dale Bennett. Bekah and I think she’s the best.

Thank you for taking the time to read this letter.

Sincerely,

-

Mark Renzi



Hope Edelman
15219 Sunset Blvd., Suite 211
Pacific Palisades, CA 90272

December 1, 2004
Dear Supporters of Mommy’s Light:

It is with great pleasure that I write this letter as a new member of the Mommy’s Light Advisory Board.
I was thrilled to first hear about your organization a few months ago, and to learn of the work you do to
support children and adolescents who are either facing or have faced the severe illness or death of a
mother.

As you all know, the death of a mother is the most primal loss a child can experience. It seriously impacts
who he or she is, and forever impacts who he or she will become. In most families the mother, as primary
caretaker for the children, is the dominant source of their emotional nurturing and sustenance. While
children may one day find substitutes to fill the roles she once occupied, they will never find a full
replacement. Children whose mothers die will miss them forever.

Yet when I first began interviewing women for my book Motherless Daughters, 1 was struck by how many
women had kept silent for decades about this most significant loss, as if waiting for permission to tell their
stories. Their families had done minimal, if any, grief work, and in many cases had never spoken about
the mother after she died. Years later, these daughters were paying the price of that silence with difficult
relationships, low self-esteem, and fears of future loss.

As I began to lecture around the country, I repeatedly stressed the need for daughters and sons to receive
support at the time of death, so they didn’t wind up ten and twenty years later saying, “My life has been
difficult all these years because no one helped me when I was nine.” The many family bereavement
centers that have opened in the past 20 years have gone a long way toward helping children cope. Still,
I’ve since recognized that children need more than short-term support. They need ongoing, empathetic
individuals to help them honor the continuing bonds they share with their mothers as they move through
adolescence and into adulthood. That’s why I leapt at the chance to become part of Mommy’s Light. It’s
an organization that recognizes the importance of continuing bonds with a deceased mother, and understands
that children must not “let go” of a mother no longer physically present in order to grow. What they must
do, what they need to do, instead is carry her along.

Blessings to you all at Mommy’s Light for the essential work you do.

Sincerely,

Hope Edelman ‘_r ,tl] C 1"1 CSS
Tghters

Hope Edelman is the author of three nonfiction books: the international bestseller

Motherless Daughters (1994), which was translated into seven languages; Letters

from Motherless Daughters (1995), an edited collection of letters from readers; and

Mother of My Mother (1999). Hope is currently working on her fourth book, Motherless R L T
Mothers, to be published by HarperCollins in fall 2005. Her writings have appeared Hope Edelman
in numerous publications, including the New York Times, the Chicago Tribune, the
San Francisco Chronicle, the Washington Post, the Dallas Morning News, Parenting,
and Seventeen. She is the recipient of a New York Times Notable Book of the Year
designation and a Pushcart Prize for creative nonfiction.

“Absorbing...insightful...a moving
and valuable treatment of a
neglected subject.”

— The New York Times Book Review




DONORS Thank you to all of Mommy’s Light Fiscal Year 2004 Donors! (7/1/03 - 6/30/04)

Foundations, Corporations &

Community Organizations
Archmere Academy, Inc.

AstraZeneca Pharmaceuticals LP

Beth Israel Congregation of Chester County

Burke Family Foundation

Chester County Community Foundation

Chester Springs Family Dentistry

Comcast Financial Agency Corporation

Comcast Foundation

Covenant Presbyterian Church

E. Roy Knoppel Chariable Trust

Edward A. & Catherine L. Lozick Foundation

Frezel Family Foundation

Good Works Foundation

Grandview Elementary School

Herr Foods Inc.

John S. and James L. Knight Foundation

MOMS Club of Merion-Bala Cynwyd

MOMS Club of Penn Wynne/Valley

National Penn Bank

Nevada Rose Foundation

Philly Nannies

Phoenixville Police Association

PNC Bank

St. Norbert’s CYO

The Kistler-Tiffany Foundation

The Montangelica Fund of The Philadelphia
Foundation

The Pennsylvania Trust Company

The Philadelphia Affiliate of the Susan G. Komen
Breast Cancer Foundation

The Robert and Joan Dircks Foundation, Inc.

The Saturday Club

United Way of Chester County

United Way of Southeastern PA

Wachovia Corporation

West Chester Area Education Assoc.

Whole Foods Markets of Callowhill, Devon,
Jenkintown, Marlton, North Wales, South Street
& Wynnewood

Donations

Abigail

Robert Ayd

Andrea Bair

Trish Baitinger

Ellen Barry

Olivia Barry

James & Paulette Battenfelder
Claudia Blackford

Marge Bollawd

Anne Marie Borger

Ann Breen

Joseph & Dorothy Burns
Dolores Carlin

Betty Christopher

Mark & Iris Coblitz

Gary & Shirley D. Cohen
David & Rhonda Cohen
Leonard & Lorraine Commini
Kate Connors

Thomas M. & Diane B. Cornish
Alexander Costantino

Guy Culp

Mark Cunningham

Lori Curtis

Mary Ann & Francis Daulerio
Mary-Jo Dembecki

Seth Diamond

The Dinner Group: Michelle Civitello, Sue Burns,
Lori Weller, Maria Halteman, Dawn Keiser,
Bonnie Smith and Christine DeDominic

Ralph & Mary Kristin Dominica

Georgette DuBois

Robin Durand

Sarah Ennis

Emily Ennulat-Lustine

Pam Euteneuer

Sharon Ezersky

Patty Feeney

James & Maureen Fendrick

Coby Frier

Elizabeth Frumin

Vera Frumin

The Glancy Family

Nancy Jane Godfrey

Eloise Goldenberg

Diane Green-Morris

Lori Grim

Peter & Nancy Grove

Raquel Guzman

Raymond & Mary Sue Hansell

Simone S. Hartman

Diane Heller

Edward & Victoria Higgins

Louise Highberger

Anna Hillman

John & Julie Honish-Carman

Craig & Donna H. Hrehor

Joseph Imperiale

Stewart & Patricia Jaffe

Mike & Patti Kerrigan

Carrie L. Kresge

Charlotte Kruesi

Claire Luce

Diane Luckman

Judy & Thomas MacNeal

Robert & Deborah Madonna

Theresa Malatesta

Samuel & Pamela Menaged

James & Shirley Marshall

John & Joanne Marshall

Eilzabeth Martin

Theodore Mason

Tim & Peg McCorry

Karen McBride

James & Eileen McConville

Mary Louise Munts

Andrew & Laura Munts

Mary Ann Murphy

Estate of Mary Murphy

Nezha

Melissa Nichols

Daniel & Judith Oberholtzer

Dave & Tracey Oberholtzer

Annmarie O’Donnell

Neill Owhiogrosso

Cynthia Papazian & Timothy McHugh

Julie Peterson

Pollock

Stephanie Quigly

Nancy Rainer-Wallace

William Reichle

Mark Renzi

Donna Richardson-Freeman

Ralph and Suzanne Roberts

Robert & Carol Robinson

The Runyon Family

Karen Salvatori

Jenny Sanderson

Timothy & Theresa Schwarz

Steven & Connie Shapiro
Rosalie Simon

Gale Simon-Bierenbaum
Christine Skoroda
Lawrence & Christine Smith
Dr. & Mrs. E. Stoll
Susan M. Stoneback
Aita Kai Susi

Bernadette Thompson
Judith Urbank

Nadeen VanTuyle

Ann C. Waters

Jay & Harriet Weiss

Joy West

Danny White

Lane Workman

Christine Van Horne

Charlotte Zimble

In Honor of

Phyliss Buchanan by Marie Nestor

Frances J. Darpino by Joseph P. Darpino

Edwin and Milly Elrod by Mitch & Cleone Elrod

The Elrod Family by Mark and Jennie Tome

Laura, her daughter and Barbara by Paul & Sue
Raab

Robert Madonna by Kristin Baumgartner

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Madonna by Faith Bugely

Mrs. Moore, Mrs. Griffin, Mrs. MacIntyre, Mrs.
Amicone, Mrs. Copeland, Mrs. Adams, Miss
Donna and Miss Joanne by Andrew & Laura
Munts

Sister Martha Moyle by Maryann Galietta

Andrew & Laura Munts by Anonymous

Peggy Ridway by Steven L. & Janie Atlas

Barbara Ann and Steve Sharon by Scott & Janie
Craig

In Memory of
John A. Alberti

by Josephine Battaglia

by Ralph & Terriann Bonadies
by John & Edith Brown

by Joseph & Mildred Buonadonna
by Theresa Chletcos

by Nancy Collier

by Joe & Virginia Conca

by Deborah Crockett

by Eileen Bradley Dever

by Dave & Betty Fish

by Rick & Bonnie Gazda

by Sheila Gea

by Vincent and Carol Girondi
by Edward & Marie Golas and family
by William & Betty Grayboyes
by Jackson Greenberg and family
by Joel K. Greenberg

by Eileen Hughes

by Albert & Carmella loppolo
by Cristina S. Irvin

by Julian Krinsky Camps

by Gail Lasser

by Arthur & Barbara Levy

by Eleanor & Carmen Monastra
by Patrick & Loretta Nowlan

by Pinnacle Group International
by Staff of Riddle Pediatrics

by Linda Romanowski

by Mary Rossi

by Marian Rothstein

by Norman & Carol Rubin

by William & Margaret Smith



by Robert & Patricia Talley
by Michael Tornvall
by Samuel & Taube Weinberg
by Jacqueline Whyte
by Carol Yannelli
Jill Alves by Christine Summers
Carol Campamese by Jean Kingan
Martha L. Christopher by Jeff Bennett, Frank
Boettcher, Kris Eigenbrood, Gregory James,
Mary Killian, Debbie Robertson, Dayle
Rosenzweig, Bud Sell, Tracy Wilhelm
Jean Marie Cunningham by Karen Nyzio
Elaine Dick by Carolyn Biros
Peggy Gallen
by Brian & Patricia Gallen
by Terry & Deborah Gallen
by Tom & Jackie Gordon
by Thomas & Michelle Leonard
Barbara K. Hepler by Shippensburg U Buddies
Amanda Jurkofsky by Jothi Jurkofsky
Naomi Kessler by Robert & Margaret Henry
Therese and Stephen J. Kishyk by Alexander
Kishyk
Lola Kistler by Jane E. Kistler
Annamae McArdle by Mary M. McArdle
Maryann Moyle by Maryann Galietta
Mary Murphy
by Mark & Karen Aigeldinger
by Eric & Beverly Blumberg
by Larry & Janet Carroll
by Adlai & Andrea Joseph and Family
by Mark & Laura Matika
by Charles & Donna H. Myers
Betty Ann Mycock by Denise M. Mycock
Carolyn T. Nunery by Leroy D. Nunery
Gil Ott by Jill, Zach & Ben Talus
Rose Pope by Roann Pope Brown
Janette Sandy
by Mark D. & Barbara Endres
by Robert & Margaret Sandy
Rosemary C. Scholl by Susan Powers
Diane Shor by Lisa Gagliardi
Sheri Weiss by Todd & Christine Netter
Rosanne Wiedmann
by Jeffrey & Patrice Benner-Bator
by Bixler
by Andrea Bonacquisti
by Hallie Bressler
by Carla’s Toddler Circle
by J. David & Mary Cetola
by Doreen Parsley Davis
by Patricia Garry
by Rose C. Gregg
by Tony Grosso & Ramesh Sanikhatam
by Ronald & Kimberly Howlett
by Stephen D. & Diana S. Kaye
by Joan E. Malinowski
by Renee B. Marino
by Ernie & Laurie Mayer
by Friends at Merck Vaccines
by Lorenzo & Carol Muniz
by Dr. Musey and family
by Margaret Nelson
by Robert & Lisa Rowe
by Raymond & Mildred Scarbrough
by Peter & Florian Schodel
by Jacqueline Shafer
by Lue Willie Stinson
by Norma Jean Villella
by Nancy A. Wakefield
by Staff of Wayne Elementary School
Dolores Yanni by Denise Venneri

DONORS continued

In Kind Donations

ABC Cable Networks Group

Andrew Munts Associates

Atlantic Skyline Displays

Beth Israel Congregation of Chester County

Bridge Movie Theater

CEC Entertainment

Charley’s Grilled Subs

Chick Fil A

Clemens Markets - Lionville

CN8

Conlin’s Copy Center

Dairy Queen - Exton & Lionville

Dorney Park & Wildwater Kingdom

Exton Mall

Food Brand Offices at Franklin Mills Mall

Franklin Mills Mall Management Office

Home Depot - Downingtown

Hotel Hershey

Johnny’s Italian Eatery

King of Prussia Mall

Nick’s Pizza

NouSoma Communications, Inc.

PECO

Philadelphia Diner

Pickering Valley Feed

PR Newswire

Produce Junction At Hatboro

Regal Entertainment Group

Sally’s Music Circle

Sears Hardware - Exton

Stadium Grille - Eagle

Strings Fantastique

Bridge Street Movie Theater

Waterloo Gardens

Wawa, Inc.

Whole Foods Markets of Callowhill, Devon,
Jenkintown, Marlton, North Wales, South
Street & Wynnewood

WOW Family Fun Center

Lynn Doyle

Deborah Brecher

Roann Pope Brown

Ellen Langas Campbell

Pat Carlton

Sharon Carroll

Bruce Cassella

Mary Chorba

Jennifer E. Cobb

Mildred Elrod

George Feder

Lori Friel

Colleen Gallager

Anna Hillman

Michael Hillman

Gloria Houseman

Charlotte Kruesi

Lynn Lanzalotto

Kathy Levine

Steve Levy

Janet Loveland and Family

Mimi Mahon

Clyde Ming

Laura Munts

Gregg Murphy

Alison Niles

Tracey Oberholtzer

Cindy Sekela

Lou Tilley

Renee Vogel

J. William Widing, III

Chris Woolson
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March 5 and 6, 2005 —-The American Girl Fashion
Shows benefit at Lily Langtry’s in Valley Forge, PA.

For ticket information, please contact The Saturday Club
at (610)688-9746 or AmericanGirl@SaturdayClub.org.

April 30, 2005 - Mommy’s Light 5K Race and 1
Mile Fun Walk in Eagleview, PA. For race information,
please contact Hillary Delone, Race Chairperson, at

hjdelone@comcast.net.
November 5, 2005 - Second Annual Night of Stars

Benefit at Aronimink Golf Club. To donate auction items
or for ticket information, please contact Alison Niles at
(610)725-9790 or Alison@mommyslight.org.

For volunteer opportunities at these events, please contact
Tracey Oberholtzer at (610)725-9790 or
Tracey@mommyslight.org.

For sponsorship opportunities at these events, please
contact Laura Munts at (610)725-9790 or

Laura@mommyslight.org.
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(I-r) Ellen Langas Campbell, Mary

Laura Munts (r) presents a
Volunteer of the Year Award
to Dale Bennett

Talucci and Anna Hillman, a
2004 Volunteer of the Year

Mommy’s Light hosted its annual Appreciation Party on June
12, 2004, at the lovely home of Anna Hillman in Penn Valley,
PA. Volunteer of the Year ‘Angel Awards’ were given to Dale
Bennett and Anna Hillman for their outstanding service. Dale
was a member of the first Mommy’s Light volunteer training class
in January 2000 and her dedication is constantly expressed in
her willingness to serve wherever needed at a moment’s notice.
Anna Hillman has been Treasurer and a Director of Mommy's
Light since 2000. Her light shines brightly throughout all aspects

of our organization.

Events At A Glance

Mommy’s Light thanks all of those who have orchestrated these events. In addition to being wonderful fundraising
opportunities, each event has helped us educate the public about our free services and recruit volunteers
throughout the Delaware Valley region.

ional rian Cancer 1k for th hisper - In
September 2003 and September 2004, Mommy’s Light staffed
an information booth and distributed hundreds of information
packets at the Philadelphia chapter’s Walk for the Whisper.

St. Norbert’s Athlete’s Fun Run/Walk - Seventy-five athletes
and family members of the St. Norbert’s field hockey and soccer
teams participated in a 3K fun run/walk fundraiser at the Upper
Main Line YMCA on October 24, 2003, raising $2,400 for
Mommy’s Light.

Whele Foods 5% Days - In January 2004, Mommy’s Light
was the beneficiary of 5% Day at all seven area Whole Foods
Markets. Sally’s Music Circle provided entertainment for children
in two stores. Cheerleaders from the Big Five colleges and Drexel
cheered the shoppers. 5% of the day’s profits from the stores,
totaling $15,000, was donated to Mommy’s Light. The Callowhill
store sponsored another 5% day in March 2004, raising more
than $3,500 for Mommy’s Light.

Munchies For Mommy’s Light - 4" and 5" graders at Grandview
Elementary School selected Mommy’s Light as the beneficiary of
their philanthropic efforts. Throughout the school year, the students
purchased snacks provided by their terrific teachers. The proceeds,
which totaled more than $1,200, were presented to Mommy’s
Light by this group of shining stars.

American Girl Fashion Shows - More than 1,500 people
attended the sold-out American Girl Fashion Shows and Teas
hosted by The Saturday Club in March 2004. The Shows, emceed
by local celebrities, featured girls ages 3 to 12 modeling historic
and contemporary fashions. Show sponsors included Comcast,
National Penn Bank, Wachovia, Chicos, PNCBank and The
Pennsylvania Trust Company. The Saturday Club donated
$32,000 from the event to Mommy’s Light.

Read-A-Thon at The Chester County Book and Music
Company - The Chester County Book and Music Company hosted
a Read-A-Thon on Sunday, April 17, 2004 to benefit Mommy’s
Light. The event was wonderfully organized and executed by 12
year-old Ian Weiss for his Bar Mitzvah project, raising more than
$1,400. This was a truly uplifting event, proving how much kids
can help other kids.

Susan G. Komen Philadelphia Race for the Cure - More
than 25 Mommy’s Light volunteers, family members and friends
participated in the 2004 Mother’s Day race. Mommy’s Light’s
team joined more than 36,000 other participants in raising more
than 2 million dollars for the fight against breast cancer. Mommy’s
Light also staffed an information booth at the event, distributing
hundreds of brochures and annual reports.
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(I-r) Andrew Munts, Laura Munts, Hosts Steve Levy, Linda
Swain and Kathy Levine, lan Swain

On Saturday, November 6, 2004, Mommy’s Light celebrated
its 7" anniversary by hosting the first annual “Night of Stars”
benefit. NBC’s Steve Levy and Linda Swain, and America’s
home shopping diva, Kathy Levine, co-hosted the event, which
raised more than $36,000 for Mommy’s Light. American
Express Financial Advisors and RAIT Investment Trust were
our sponsors for the evening. Guests bid on 65 tempting prizes,
including a Comcast luxury box at the Wachovia Center for a
76ers game, a beautiful diamond necklace from Bernie Robbins
Jewelers, and a week-long stay at a fabulous castle in Brittany,
France.

Night of Stars Castle Winners
(I-r) Bob and Alison Niles, Charlie and Jackie Kessler



